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David Ransted posed the questions

Occupation:

Retired now but most recently have been
renovating property and before that
helping people find employment and
training.

First Eurovision you watched:

This was the 1964 contest, although | was
quite young so don't remember a great
deal. My main recollections were seeing
the Tivoli Gardens; it seemed quite magical
as I'd never seen anything like it and seeing
Gigliola Cinquetti singing Non Ho L'eta.
Sadly video recorders weren't around or |
could be sitting on the only recording of
the contest!

Favourite Eurovision year:
1987, though | like most of the contests in
the 1980s.

Which Eurovisions have you attended?

I was lucky enough to get a ticket for
Birmingham in 1998. I'd always wanted to
attend a contest and this was a dream come
true, even if | was sitting in the back row. | was
fascinated by the way the stage was set up
for each performance while television viewers
were watching the post cards; getting the
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Tim with{E@r Non Ho L'eta
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candelabra on and off stage for Chiara was a
masterpiece as they were balanced on planks
of wood which | think the crew carried on
their shoulders. I'm always amazed now to
find out how many Eurovision friends were
also at the contest but in those days without
social media Eurovision was a very solitary
interest and so | never met any of them. Roll
on 20 years and | now have an extensive
Eurovision family.

Favourite Eurovision entry:
There are just too many to mention and |
don't think you have enough pages!

Favourite UK entry:

Again, | like a lot, but my first favourite is

| Belong, the 1965 entry by Kathy Kirby
which is the first Eurovision record | bought.

Favourite winner:

Molitva. It's the only winner I've ever
predicted. There have been a number
of winners | was sure would be last like
Satellite and Insieme 1992.

Interests outside Eurovision:

Choral singing, visiting heritage properties,
steam railways and renovating property.
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Chiara and her candelabras, = Molivita

Favourite movie:
Pretty Woman. | think Julia Roberts gives
a flawless performance.

To give or to receive?
Definitely give.

Most embarrassing moment:
It's embarrassing so | never talk about it.

What is the worst job you've done?
Filing clerk in a Spanish bank. All the
documents were in Spanish and my
command of the language was limited to
say the least.

A night on the town or a quiet night in?
It's always been a night on the town
especially Eurofest nights at the Royal
Vauxhall Tavern in London, but as | get
older, | suspect nights in will become

the norm; I'm not sure about quiet
though!

Best and worst Eurovision moments?
Best moment: Riverdance. | still well up
watching it.

Worst moment: Eurovision 2020 having
to be cancelled because of the pandemic.

Riverdance

Guilty!
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If you could go back in time, where
would you go?
The 1920s. | love Art Deco.

Which yet-to-win Eurovision country
would you most like to see win?

Malta. They have entered some incredible
songs and been unlucky not to take

top spot on several occasions. It would

be nice to have a contest somewhere
sunny.

What did you want to be when you were
growing up?
A cabaret singer.

What advice would you give your
16 year-old self?
Don't be afraid of people.

Guilty pleasure:
Ice cream.

Tell us a secret:

| spent two years at the School of Slavonic
and East European Studies in London
studying for a degree in Serbo Croat
Language and Literature and dropped out
to do a Business Studies course. B
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