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is then used through the year to pay for 
Vision and other expenses.

At year-end we still had 4 bank accounts 
and the PayPal account.  The two HSBC 
accounts have now been closed with all 
money transferred to the Lloyds account 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K���Z�K�L�F�K���P�R�V�W���R�I���R�X�U���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\���Á�R�Z�V������
The balance on the PayPal account is 
periodically transferred to the main Lloyds 
account.

�'�H�W�D�L�O�H�G�����X�Q�D�X�G�L�W�H�G�����L�Q�F�R�P�H���D�Q�G���H�[�S�H�Q�V�H���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�������������������À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U���D�U�H��
as follows:

INCOME  Change EXPENSE  Change
Subscriptions £32,612.39 +28% Vision printing £12,099.23 +33%
Bank interest £3.06 +48% Vision postage £12,212.43 +52%
    Membership cards £2,020.85 -11%
    Membership System £400.00 +40%
    Expenses £73.29 +158%
    Events £468.25 -80%
    Website £100.66 -69%
    PayPal fees £1,287.41 +25%
  £32,615.45 +28%  £28,662.12 +23%

SURPLUS £3,953.33 +92% 

������
We continue to rely heavily on PayPal 
which has an automatic interface with 
Membermojo allowing seamless renewal of 
membership.  This naturally comes at a cost 
and we paid over £1000 in fees to PayPal 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�������������������À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U��

 The total volume of PayPal payments has 
increased in line with increased membership 
�Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O���\�H�D�U�����Q
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Author: Gordon Roxburgh
Songs For Europe Volume Four: The 1990s
Telos Publishing Limited
386 pages
ISBN 978-1-84583-163-9
RRP £16.99

The latest volume of Gordon Roxburgh’s excellent Songs For Europe series has just been 
published and does not disappoint. Covering the period from 1990 through to 1999, this is 
�W�K�H���G�H�F�D�G�H���W�K�D�W���V�D�Z���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���.�L�Q�J�G�R�P���À�Q�L�V�K���V�H�F�R�Q�G���R�Q���Q�R���O�H�V�V���W�K�D�Q���W�K�U�H�H���R�F�F�D�V�L�R�Q�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O��
as an unforgettable victory from Katrina & The Waves in 1997. The 1990s also saw what was 
a very select and almost exclusive fan base starting to grow into what is has become today. 
�5�R�[�E�X�U�J�K�·�V���W�K�R�U�R�X�J�K���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���D�Q�G���S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���O�R�R�N�V���D�W���H�D�F�K���8�.���À�Q�D�O�����W�K�H���K�L�J�K�V���D�Q�G��
lows of every show and recalls many national highlights that are often overlooked. The songs 
that went on to perform on the Eurovision stage are well known, but who can forget those 
other Euro-hopefuls who dreamt of international glory? From former Bay City Roller, Les 
McKeown, in 1990 through to Sister Sway in 1999, other memorable entrants include Deuce 
and Sox (Samantha Fox), both of whom competed in 1995. Of course, this was the decade 
that saw the BBC appoint the singers for 1992, 1993 and 1994, with Michael Ball, Sonia and 
Frances Ruffelle all given the chance to represent their countries. Memories of non-winning 
�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���À�Q�D�O���V�R�Q�J�V����As Dreams Go By, So Much Of Your Love and Sink Or Swim, from these 
years help remind the reader about how Eurovision history could have easily been rewritten 
at that time. Between detailed accounts of each year, Roxburgh includes information on the 
BBC’s preview shows, which sadly stopped during this decade, as well as providing summaries 
�R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���À�Q�D�O�V���W�R�R�����:�L�W�K���D�Q���D�G�G�H�G���V�H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���F�R�O�R�X�U���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�S�U�R�G�X�F�H��
record and CD covers, sheet music and memorabilia, Songs For Europe Volume Four: The 
1990s is a must for anyone’s bookshelf or Eurovision collection and, in addition to High Street 
and online retailers, can be purchased direct from the publisher at www.telos.co.uk.
Review by Gordon Lewis

BOOK REVIEW
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SMALL TALK

SMALL TALK

JASON
With

David Ransted posed the questions

What’s your occupation? I run an events 
and artist management company called 
Mr D’Arcy Entertains.  I also DJ and run a 
Eurovision event called Manchester Calling.

Favourite Eurovision year: I like years when 
two songs battle for the top spot and for 
me, it has to be 1988 and the battle between 
Scott Fitzgerald and that Canadian singer… 
Celine something or other… he was robbed!

Which Eurovisions have you attended, 
if any? I am embarrassed to say, just one. 
Portugal 2018.  I had a ball, and I may have 
shed a tear or two when I entered the arena 
for the first time.

Favourite Eurovision entry: Anne-Marie 
David - Tu Te Reconnaîtras.  I met her a few 
years ago… such a beautiful lady.

Favourite UK entry: Sweet Dreams – Never 
Giving Up, I think the highchairs swung it 
for me! And, as for those loose shorts in the 
video… well!

Favourite winner: Has to be Johnny Logan – 
Hold Me Now and trailing very close behind, 
Loreen’s Euphoria.

Favourite city or place: Valletta.  Being of 
Maltese stock, for me, the view of the Grand 
Harbour from the Upper Barrakka Gardens is 
breath-taking.

What are your interests/hobbies outside 
Eurovision? Aside from my passion for music, 
I love TV, especially comedy and sci-fi. I enjoy 
cooking and gardening too. Also dabble in 
web design and graphics too.

When were/are you happiest? Listening 
to music and putting on events that make 
people happy.  After 2020 I intend to excel 
my talents further.  I cannot wait to get out 
there and pleasure the public again.  The 
joy it brings to me when I see 100 drunk 
Eurovision fans doing a conga to Haba Haba!

Which person do you most admire, and 
why? I currently manage a young lad called 
Jon Canem, a 23 year old singer/song writer. 
Throughout lockdown he wrote songs, 
produced them, sent them to me… his 
passion for music and his determination that 
2021 will be our year has helped me survive 
2020 and I applaud him for that.  I may also 
have forced him into writing a Eurovision 
song or two.

Jason with Joe & Jake

D’ARCY

Manchester Calling Anne-Marie David

SMALL TALK
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How do you relax? I find meditation a 
great way of relaxing. I adore peace and 
quiet.

What was your most embarrassing 
moment? I can’t tell you now but ask me 
when you see me… It involves a Maltese 
singer who sang for the UK, who came out 
with me to the RVT for Eurofest and Kati 
Wolf who was singing that night… it is all in 
the book. 

What is your most treasured possession?  
A small black box that holds all my music 
and all those amazing Eurovision tracks!

What did you want to be when you were 
growing up? A journalist or a TV continuity 
announcer.  

What advice would you give your  
16 year-old self? Do something creative 
with your life, be more confident and trust 
yourself.

What is top of your bucket list? Putting 
Belle & The Devotions back together again 
in 2019 and letting them share a stage with 
SuRie, Suzy and Lindsay D does make it 

hard to top… but believe me you should see 
what I’m going to attempt in 2021! 

What is the worst job you’ve done? 
Just completed a 10-month role in a local 
supermarket… shudders.

Favourite non-Eurovision song: As a DJ this 
is very hard.  Pet Shop Boys – It’s A Sin and 
Kylie – Better the Devil You Know, are the top 
two contenders.

Apart from Eurovision, who was the last 
music act you saw perform live? Jon 
Canem… my act, on stage for two gigs in 
September, in sunny Gloucester… what a 
busy year – sorry, month – 2020 was.

Guilty pleasure: Chocolate!!!

Tell us a secret: 2020 was actually a dream… 
and we’ve simply skipped a year! 

How did you spend the night of the 
cancelled 2020 Eurovision final? Watching 
that wonderful special show that they aired 
and all the BBC ones and shed a few tears. A 
distant memory now, and whatever this year 
brings, we ARE going to get a contest! n

Sweet Dreams Boom-Bang-A-Bang

Jason with 
Jon Canem

Jason with 
Krista

Valletta Johnny Logan Jason with 
Linda Martin

Scott Fitzgerald It’s A Sin! Mmmm...



Christmas at lockdown. Not much fun – but OGAE UK fans still 
celebrated in style - via Zoom!

Here are a few images (that weren’t too blurred) from our  
Euro-quiz and disco – with Eurohits galore!

NO GLOOM WITH 
ZOOM!


