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David Ransted posed the questions

Occupation
Personal Banker (now 15 years in the bank).

First Eurovision you watched
It was 1993 — | was 11 years old and was
hoping for Sonia to triumph.

Favourite Eurovision year
Tough one, | like 1985, 1990, 1999 and 2016.

Which Eurovisions have you attended?
Malmé 2013 was the first and been every year
since.

Favourite Eurovision entry
| have favourites from each year. Too hard to
choose just one.

Favourite UK entry
Ooh... Aah... Just A Little Bit by Gina G (1996).

Favourite winner
I have four! France 1977, Luxembourg 1983,
Sweden 1991 and Ukraine 2004.

Interests outside Eurovision
I'm known for being keen on my travels,
but I'm also a fan of Formula 1, James

Scott with thl}lkrainian hosts
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Bond, old British comedies, graphic design,
and currently marathon running!

Favourite movie

I've three equal favourites — Oliver! (1968),
Willy Wonka And The Chocolate Factory
(1971), The Goonies (1985).

Favourite place
Istanbul, Turkey.

Who do you most admire?
Those that have overcome great hurdles in
their life.

How European countries have you
visited?

I've done 48 of the 50 European sovereign
states. Leaving only Azerbaijan and Cyprus.

Favourite book
Anything written by Michael Palin (my hero).

Most embarrassing moment

I host a number of events and one evening
my trousers split in front of an audience of
more than 200 folk! Thankfully an old lady

had a sewing kit in her handbag.




Favourite actor and actress.
Christoph Waltz and Meryl Streep.

A night on the town or a quiet night in?
Nights in don’t have to be quiet!

Favourite non-Eurovision song

Nothing specific but I'm a huge 1980's fan.

Which six people (alive or resurrected)
would be your ideal dinner guests?
Roger Moore, Telly Sevalas, Sir Captain
Tom Moore, Sophia Loren, Molly Sugden
and Michael Palin.

Which yet-to-win Eurovision country
would you most like to see win?
Slovakia! Hosting Eurovision would make
such a difference to this often forgotten
central European country. | hope they
return to the contest.

Comedy or drama?
Comedy, the world needs to laugh more!

Apart from Eurovision, who was the last
music act you saw perform live?
The Prodigy — what a contrast to Eurovision!

What trait do you most admire in others?
Kindness and those that stand by their
word.

What trait do you most deplore in
others?
Arrogance and drama queens.

And what trait do you most deplorein
yourself?

My lack of patience — but I've got better
over the years.

What's on your playlist?
1980's music of course!

Guilty pleasure
I'm not sure if it's guilty, but | do enjoy a
packet of crisps.

Tell us a secret

| used to live in Estonia and my friend at
PowerHit Radio introduced me to Vanilla
Ninja. They told me that they wouldn't
try for Eurovision again having lost the
national final. A few months later it

was announced that they'd represent
Switzerland. Fibbers! B
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SILVER LININGS

) 2018 CYPRUS
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