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in the studio, OGAE UK organised a 
screening of the show at Bar Pop in 
Manchester and the ever-popular after 
show disco. OGAE UK would like to thank 
Bar Pop for their support for this and other 
Eurovision-related events over the year.

Although Michael Rice was a popular 
winner of Eurovision: You Decide, it soon 
became obvious that expectations were 
low and the �nal result in Tel Aviv bore this 
out. He is a �ne singer and a very engaging 
young man – we wish him all the best for 
the future.

Eurovision 2019
The build-up to the contest in Tel Aviv was a 
very dif�cult and stressful few months. Not 
least the issues surrounding tickets, with a 
lack of concrete information until the very last 
minute and a very large increase in prices. Tel 
Aviv was always expected to be an expensive 
contest, but the scale of the price increase 
took many people by surprise. OGAE UK 
would like to thank the OGAE International 
Bureau for their hard work and effort 
over what was a very dif�cult few months, 
which did at least secure cheaper jury �nal 
packages to ensure as many people could 
enjoy the Eurovision experience as possible. 
We must also thank OGAE UK’s Danny 
Lynch for now overseeing four very different 
ticket ballot processes, often in very trying 
circumstances.

As for Eurovision week itself, the majority 
of those travelling to Israel had a great time. 
In fact the overall feedback was that Tel Aviv 

put on a better week than some previous 
contests. If anything there was too much on 
offer for the fans, with a good sized EuroCafe, 
a vast EuroClub and a host of other events 
taking place in Tel Aviv. OGAE UK would like 
to thank our friends at OGAE Israel, as well 
as all at KAN and the EBU, for all the work to 
ensure the fans had an enjoyable, productive 
and memorable week (or two) in the sun.

As ever, a fan gathering was held for OGAE 
UK members on the Thursday afternoon. 
This is now a well-established part of the 
Eurovision week and is particularly welcome 
by newer members or those travelling alone, 
as a way of making new acquaintances in the 
Eurovision bubble. Once again the gathering 
was attended by the BBC and ITV, with Good 
Morning Britain, as ever, being particular fans 
of all things OGAE UK!

There was also a good social gathering on 
the Monday of Eurovision week, with a large 
contingent of members receiving invites 
to the annual UK Ambassador’s reception. 
Allocation of tickets is outside the control 
of the club – this year the Embassy decided 
to offer tickets to those members with �nals 
tickets, although obviously OGAE UK would 
like as many members as possible to be 
invited.

Another tradition that has grown in 
recent years has been the OGAE UK ‘day 
out’ on the Wednesday. This year a group 
of members travelled to the Holy City of 
Jerusalem. An interesting walking tour 
allowed us to see the sights of this magical 
and historic city. Thoughts are already 
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turning to which of the sights in the vicinity of 
Rotterdam can be a day out for members in 
next year’s Eurovision week!

OGAE UK President Alasdair Rendall 
attended the annual OGAE International 
President’s Meeting that took place during 
Eurovision week. During the meeting, 
elections were held for the International 
Bureau with the following results:
�O President: Simon Bennett (OGAE UK)
�O Secretary: Anthony Cige (OGAE Iceland)
�O Treasurer: Morten Thomassen (OGAE  
 Norway)
�O Bureau members: Klaus Woryna   
 (OGAE Germany), Frank Sevriens (OGAE  
 Netherlands), Marcus Davey (OGAE  
 Rest of the World), Tamas Vamos (OGAE  
 Hungary)

The presidents also decided to set 
up a sub-group to look at the rules and 
processes for the various OGAE Contests 
– OGAE UK’s Alasdair Rendall is a member 
of this working group. In addition OGAE 
Bulgaria were formally welcomed as a 
full member of the OGAE International 
Network – congratulations!

Events
As ever there have been a number of 
Eurovision events throughout the year to 
keep OGAE UK members busy.

In addition to the aforementioned 
fan party in Tel Aviv for Eurovision and 
Manchester for Eurovision: You Decide, 
the highlight of this year was, as ever, the 
annual Eurobash.

This year’s Eurobash returned to 
the Hilton in Leeds, with special guest 
appearances from Linda Martin, Michael 
Rice, Justs and Esther Hart. OGAE UK 
would like to thank everyone who made 
it such a great success, in fact Eurobash 
2019 was the biggest ever, with almost 200 
guests in attendance. There is a balance to 
be struck between making the Eurobash as 
big as possible whilst still maintaining the 
intimate and welcoming atmosphere it is 
known for, so it is unlikely that the Eurobash 
will expand in size in the near future. The 
Organising Committee is currently looking 
at a number of venues for next year’s Bash, 
with a decision to be taken soon.

For those who could not make the 
long journey to Israel, a highly successful 
Eurovision gathering was held in 
Manchester for OGAE UK members. We 
would like to thank OGAE UK member 
Jason D’Arcy for his work in organising 
this, and the participation of a range of 
Eurovision stars including Suzy, Lindsay 
Dracass and – reforming especially for the 
event – Belle & The Devotions.

We have long recognised that there are 
many parts of the country poorly served by 
Eurovision events, so we were delighted to 
see the launch of Scotland’s �rst Eurovision 
event, Ne Party Pas Sans Moi which, 
alongside the established Manchester 
Calling, gave special offers for OGAE UK 
members.

The old favourites Eurofest, EuroStarz 
and Boom-Bang-A-Bang also returned in 
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2019 and should be back next year. OGAE 
UK’s Emily Roberts also put on a fantastic 
Eurovision musical – Let Me Be The One – 
with performances in Knaresborough and 
London and a good OGAE UK turnout at 
both locations. 

Once again OGAE UK was an official 
sponsor of the London Eurovision Party. 
This year the club was delighted to bring 
to London one of the come-back stars of 
2019, Sweden’s Anna Bergendahl. Such was 
her popularity that she was soon snapped 
up to be the headline of Eurofest’s summer 
party later in the year.

It is regrettable that there are still some 
parts of the country that do not have as 
ready access to Eurovision get-togethers, 
and we will look at ways of utilising our 
small events fund to increase the number 
of small-scale events in various parts of 
the country, along the lines of the North 
West meet-up that has been established in 
recent years.

Further afield, and OGAE UK has been 
represented at events held by our partner 
clubs in Germany, Netherlands, Finland, 
Spain and Denmark. Likewise we always 
enjoy welcoming guests from other OGAE 
clubs to events held here in the UK.

Communications
Vision magazine has gone from strength-
to-strength this year, with some excellent 
content and design from our editorial team 
of Jamie McLoughlin and Hassan Yusuf. 
We are delighted to see new and a more 

diverse range of members contributing 
to the magazine. There has also been 
increasing tie-up with our website and 
social media platforms, including the club’s 
Instagram account which launched in the 
past year.

OGAE UK would like to put on record 
our continuing thanks to the club’s 
webmaster, Sagi Chaitas, for his work in 
maintaining and overseeing the club’s 
website.

After well-documented issues on the 
Facebook group earlier in the year, the 
decision was finally taken to close it and 
replace it with a member-only group. 
Although there were some concerns about 
the logistics around this, the transition 
to a new group was smoothly overseen 
by Danny Lynch and has been a very 
popular – and long overdue – move. The 
new member-only group is a much more 
welcoming and friendly place for OGAE 
UK members to chat and share Eurovision 
news and gossip.

OGAE Contests
Throughout the year there are three OGAE-
wide competitions – the OGAE Song 
Contest, the Second Chance Contest and 
the OGAE Video Contest. In the Second 
Chance Contest, the UK was represented 
by Kerrie-Anne, coming 13th (for the 
second year in a row) with 82 points. 
The OGAE Video Contest has just been 
launched, and we are represented by Jack 
Savoretti & Mika with Youth And Love.
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The highlight for this year has been 
OGAE UK’s hosting of the OGAE Song 
Contest, following the club’s victory in 2018 
by Steps with Scared Of The Dark. The 
contest was hosted throughout October, 
with the result being announced on the 
night of the AGM. OGAE would like to 
thank Fin Ross Russell for his expert hosting 
of this year’s contest, in his first year as 
OGAE Song Contest Co-ordinator, and we 
look forward to a good result from our own 
representative Lewis Capaldi with Someone 
You Loved.

Constitutional Review
As mentioned at the last AGM, the club 
has been carrying out a constitutional 
review, its first since the club established 
a constitution in the first place. A 
consultation was carried out in Vision in the 
spring, and the revised constitution will be 
put to members in the next few months.

Key changes include:
l Increasing the size of the committee  
 from five to seven.
l Removing gendered language.
l Shifting the election timetable so it takes 
place in the summer rather than the spring 
(so nobody risks losing their committee 
position in the weeks leading up to 
Eurovision).

Eurovision 2020
After some disappointing results it has 
been time for a re-think for the UK’s 
selection process for Eurovision 2020.

At the time of writing we do not know the 
exact process that will be used, but we know 
that the BBC will be teaming up with record 
label BMG, dropping the Eurovision: You 
Decide format. OGAE UK is giving a cautious 
welcome to this, as BMG is a well-established 
record label with both a publishing arm and 
a roster of well known artists, although of 
course that does not mean that one of these 
superstars will end up representing the UK, 
but you never know…!

Perhaps unsurprisingly we had over 900 
applicants for tickets for Rotterdam, breaking 
our previous record of almost 600 in Lisbon. 
At last year’s AGM it was agreed that the 
process for applying for tickets would 
change, meaning that the vast majority of 
tickets will go to people who joined the 
club BEFORE this year’s contest – rewarding 
loyalty to the club whilst at the same time 
not barring new members from the process 
altogether.

OGAE UK would like to thank our ticket 
co-ordinator Danny Lynch for his work once 
again in managing the ticket process, and to 
colleagues at OGAE International for their 
negotiations with the host broadcaster and 
the EBU.

Thank you
I would like to thank all members of the 
committee, and all those who have helped 
the club throughout the year, and of course 
the members as well for their support, 
participation and friendship throughout the 
year.
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It was a year of consolidation after the big 
changes in 2018. The club has continued 
to grow at a very healthy rate and recently 
passed the 2,000-member mark, something 
which was facilitated by Membermojo which 
has proved an invaluable tool in recruiting 
new members and in making membership 
administration much more efficient.

Constitution and elections
There were no elections this year. The next 
Committee elections are due in 2021 subject 
to any constitutional changes.

We had planned to submit proposed 
changes to the constitution to the 
membership before the end of 2019 but 
require a bit more time to finalise the voting 
procedures.

Current membership
Once again, membership has continued to 
grow with new applications for membership 
every week. Membership has tripled over the 
last decade.

increase of 171 or 9% over last year. Since 
1 November 2018, 623 individuals have 
joined – a 28% increase over the same period 
last year but this does mean that over 400 
members did not renew in November 2018, 
more than double the number who let their 
membership lapse in 2017. This probably 
reflects the huge surge of members who 
joined purely to get tickets for Lisbon.

As at the end of October we had 466 
female members, representing about 23% 
of the total paid membership. The number 
and overall proportion of female members 
continues to increase each year.

In the autumn of 2019, OGAE UK became 
the first of the 45 national clubs ever to have 
more than 2,000 members, cementing our 
position as the largest national club.

Year Lapsed After
 members chasing
2007 71 34
2008 67 52
2009 54 24
2010 157 24
2011 139 47
2012 165 74
2013 237 73
2014 419 114
2015 N/A N/A
2016 409 383
2017 623 201
2018 561 452
2019 240

OGAE UK Secretary’s Report 2019

As at 31 October 2019 OGAE UK had the 
following:
l 932 sole members
l 1,123 joint members
l 16 honorary members

This makes a grand total of 2,055 paying 
members and 16 honorary members, a net 
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  2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
  24 47 74 73 114 0 383 201 561 240
  94 141 99 137 326 344 399 638 487 623

Lapsed memberships
New members

LAPSEd ANd NEw MEMBERShIPS
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Membership system
The new membership system, 
Membermojo, was implemented in 
August 2018 and has proved a tremendous 
success. Most members have commented 
that the joining and renewal process are 
very easy, and the new system represents a 
huge reduction in administrative work for 
the secretary.

Interestingly, a lot of people register 
to join the club but then do not follow 
through and make the necessary payment. 
Over the last year several hundred people 
have gone through the effort of inputting 
their details but then failed to pay the 
subscription despite numerous chaser 
emails. Such applications are deleted 
from our system after 28 days in order to 
comply with data protection rules. This 
year’s renewal process went remarkably 
smoothly, with many members renewing 
before the expiry of last year’s membership. 
The vast majority of members opted to pay 
using the automated PayPal link with only 
30 paying by BACS and 15 by cheque (to 
date).

Some members still cannot get used 
to the fact that they can check their 
membership details on-line and should 
update their personal details themselves. 
We still get a lot of emails asking when 
memberships are going to expire, for 
membership numbers and to change 
contact details.

Only 12 members still do not use email 
and require renewals and all essential 
communications to be sent and chased by 
post.

Data security
We have continued to strengthen our data 
security procedures in line with the EU’s 
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 
During the recent renewal process, members 
were asked to acknowledge that they had 
read and agreed to our data protection 
policies which have been posted on our 

website. Membermojo assists greatly 
with data protection compliance as lapsed 
members’ data is automatically deleted from 
the system a few months after the end of 
their membership.

We provide members’ data to the 
Cardskipper membership card app and are 
also proposing to share email addresses with 
the SurveyMonkey tool in connection with 
elections and votes. In both cases members 
were advised and given an opportunity to 
object in accordance with our policies.

Website
We continue to make improvements to the 
website. Once again, we must thank Sagi 
Chaitas for his invaluable assistance with the 
site.

Subscriptions
After last year’s restructuring of our 
subscription rates, no changes have been 
made over the last year. The current 
subscriptions rates combined with the 
continued increase in members mean that 
the club has sufficient funds to operate.

Membership cards
As reported last year, a new membership 
card system was introduced in 2019. Cards 
are now delivered in an electronic format 
through the Cardskipper system direct to 
members’ mobile phones. The UK was 
loaded on to the app in early 2019 and in 
October 2019 we had over 2,000 members 
set up on the system. Only 1,736 members 
had actually downloaded the app to set up a 
card and quite a few members have still not 
added a photo to their electronic cards.

Cardskipper is much easier to administer 
and maintain than the old plastic card and 
sticker system. Although we pay for each 
member loaded on the system regardless of 
whether they actually download the app, the 
costs compare favourably with those involved 
in sending out new plastic cards and the 
annual validity stickers. The system also has 
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the benefit of being more environmentally 
friendly. Maintaining the system still requires 
some effort but this is manageable.

Members are asked to remember that 
Cardskipper belongs to and is controlled 
by OGAE International and is not linked to 
Membermojo. Cards need to be updated 
separately and hence there may be a delay in 
changing the details shown on membership 
cards after members renew on Membermojo. 
Similarly, changes to phone numbers made 
on Membermojo will not be transferred to 
Cardskipper, members should update their 
details on Cardskipper themselves.

Emails
We have continued to use the Mailchimp 
service during the last year to produce 
almost all our membership email 
communications. As reported previously, 
some members used the opt out buttons 
on Mailchimp and this made it impossible 

to use the system properly. We have 
found an interim solution with messages 
coming from the normal ogaeuk@gmail.
com address and have created a way for 
members to opt out of email newsletters.
We are happy to report that the club is 
in good financial health thanks to careful 
expense control and the increasing 
membership numbers. During the 2018-19 
financial year we had a surplus of £2,061.35, 
slightly less than the previous year.

OGAE UK Treasurer’s Report 2019
Budgeting and Subscriptions
We undertook a major budgeting exercise 
last year that anticipated postage costs 
increases and so remains valid. We aim to 
raise £26,000 per year to cover expenses and 
contingency, and aim to maintain reserves 
equivalent to one year’s operations.

We finished the 2017-18 membership year 
with cash reserves of £14,000 and 2018-19 
with reserves of £20,000 so we are still a little 
below our preferred level of cash reserves, 
although sufficient for a full year of Vision 
production and distribution.

We do not need to make any changes to 
current subscription rates but will continue 
to monitor costs, particularly in relation to 
overseas postage.

Events Fund
We maintain a segregated events account 
funded by membership fees. Each year, £1 of 

each members’ subscription is transferred 
to the events fund which is at the disposal 
of the Events Committee to provide money 
to facilitate member events around the 
country.

In the 2018-19 financial year £2,330.42 
was spent on a variety of events, a 58% 
increase on the £1,473.02 spent the 
previous year. This figure is broken down as 
follows:

Eurobash 2018 £336.94
AGMs £470.00
AGM Travel Expenses £271.81
London Eurovision Party 2018 £420.00
Lisbon 2018 Party £512.86
Berlin 2016 *£318.81
Total £2,330.42

* Fees for attending the Berlin Eurovision 
weekend in 2016 had been collected by 
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OGAE UK from UK attendees but  
the organisers had never provided  
details of where the money should be  
paid, and we had considered the matter 
closed. However, they requested the 
money two years late and we agreed  
to pay.

Cash Positions
OGAE UK receives the vast majority of its 
income in October/November with the 
annual renewal payments. This money 
is then used through the year to pay for 
Vision and other expenses.

We continue to operate four bank 
accounts and the PayPal account,  
although all main activity flows through our 
Lloyds Bank accounts as these can  
be monitored over the internet. The 
balance on the PayPal account is 
periodically transferred to the main Lloyds 
account.

Cash Position as at 31st March 2019
HSBC #1  £1,514.13
HSBC #2 £2,728.63
Lloyds main account £10,335.28
Lloyds events account £319.11
PayPal account £17,224.79
Debts £0
Total assets £32,122.01

Cash position as at 30th September 2019
HSBC #1  £1,515.99
HSBC #2 £2,743.63
Lloyds main account £13,179.52
Lloyds events account £319.11
PayPal account £7,289.01
Debts £0
Total assets £25,047.26*

* £4,538.29 has now been paid for reprints 
of Vision 117 and for Vision 118, the 
last edition of the membership year. We 
therefore finished the membership year 
with £20,508.97 which represents our 
reserves.

Detailed (unaudited) income and expense 
statements for the 2018-19 financial year 
are as follows:

INCOME  
Subscriptions £25,391.05
Bank interest £2.07
 £25,393.12
SURPLUS £2,061.35

EXPENSE
Vision printing £9,072.40
Vision postage £8,022.41
Membership cards £2,271.78
Membership system £285.88
Expenses £28.46
Events £2,330.42
Website £319.67
PayPal fees £1,029.21
 £23,331.77 

Paypal
We continue to rely heavily on PayPal 
which has an automatic interface with 
Membermojo allowing seamless renewal 
of membership. This naturally comes at 
a cost and we paid over £1,000 in fees to 
PayPal during the 2018-19 financial year.

The total volume of PayPal payments has 
declined slightly although the value has 
increased. n
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David Ransted posed the questions

WITH...

What’s your occupation? I retired just over 
five years ago from an international women’s 
medical charity, where I was Administrative 
Director. It involved a lot of travel (which was 
great) but did limit the time I could spend on 
things like Eurovision.

Favourite Eurovision year: Probably  
2016 – if only because it was the first year I 
was able though OGAE UK to actually be 
there! For the previous 30 or so years, I had 
held a house party every year and a lot of 
my friends were really upset when I deserted 
them for Stockholm! Now they keep their 
fingers crossed that I don’t manage to get 
tickets so that I’ll throw a party again. 

Which Eurovisions have you attended, 
if any? Since I retired, I have been to 
Stockholm (2016), Lisbon (2017) and Tel Aviv 
(2019) but sadly it looks like I won’t be going 
to Rotterdam this year. My friends are VERY 
pleased…

Favourite Eurovision entry: How do you 
choose? When I was five years old in 1959, 
I would sing along to Sing Little Birdie by 
Pearl Carr & Teddy Johnson even though at 
the time I had no idea what Eurovision was 
or what impact it would have on my life. I 

love Eres Tú (by Mocedades, Spain 1973) 
and more recently Euphoria (by Loreen, 
Sweden 2012). My all time favourite/guilty 
pleasure, though, is – whisper it softly – 
Diggi-loo Diggy-ley (by Herreys, Sweden 
again 1984).

Favourite winner: The aforementioned 
Diggi-loo Diggy-ley (by Herreys, Sweden 
1984).

Favourite UK entry: I have enormous 
admiration for SuRie and her determination 
to finish her performance of Storm at the 
Grand Final in Lisbon in 2018 was incredible. 
Further back, I would have to choose Beg, 

Steal Or Borrow by The New Seekers from 
1972.

Favourite city or place: I live in London 
and love the energy of the place. Maybe 
because it was the first place I travelled to 
for Eurovision, Stockholm was a city that 
(pleasantly) surprised me – I’d go back in a 
second!

When were/are you happiest? Sitting on a 
completely deserted beach on Koh Phi Phi in 
Thailand.

Bryan with Michael Rice

SMALL TALK
BRYAN THOMAS

Singing along with Pearl and Teddy Whisper it...
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What are your interests/hobbies outside 
Eurovision? I love travelling generally – 
although I have perhaps not done as much 
as I thought I might since I retired – as well as 
going to the theatre and music concerts (of 
all types).

What trait do you most deplore in others? 
Not knowing when to shut up.

And what trait do you most deplore in 
yourself? Not knowing when to shut up.

How do you relax? With a good audio 
book (I suffer from macular degeneration so 
‘proper’ reading is hard for me and I miss it 

terribly. Audio books are a decent substitute 
though).

What is your most treasured possession? 
My dad’s wrist watch.

What did you want to be when you were 
growing up? An astronaut, of course!

What advice would you give your  
16 year-old self? Go to Eurovision at the 
earliest opportunity and don’t wait until you 
get too old to stand for hours/days on end…

Favourite movie: It changes by the day but 
Casablanca, The Wizard Of Oz and Grease 
are usually somewhere at the top of the pile.

Who would play you in the film of your 
life? Leonardo DiCaprio.

What is top of your bucket list? Seeing the 
Pyramids and sailing down the Nile (which I 
will be doing this year!).

Apart from Eurovision, who was the last 
music act you saw perform live? John 
Legend at the O2.

Guilty pleasure: Pop Chips.

Favourite non-Eurovision song: Wonderful 
Life by Black. I have no idea why but it has 
been my favourite since the first time I heard 
it. Amazing video too!

Tell us a secret: I got accidentally hit  
in the face years ago by an over-
enthusiastic fan at an Iggy Pop concert 
that left me with a black eye; I told my 
work colleagues I had slipped getting out 
of the bath and they believed me - largely 
because they could never imagine me at an 
Iggy Pop concert.

SMALL TALK
BRYAN THOMAS

A lot of love for Mocedades A Wonderful Life by Black John Legend live
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2005 MALTA
Chiara
Angel

SILVER LININGS
COMING SECOND

2006 RUSSIA
Dima Bilan

Never Let You Go

2007 UKRAINE
Verka Serduchka

Dancing Lasha Tumbai

2008 UKRAINE
Ani Lorak

Shady Lady

2009 ICELAND
Yohanna

Is It True?

2010 TURKEY
magNa

We Could Be The Same


