











Part Two

The annual OGAE UK gathering, this
year in Tel Aviv, was a great success.
Here are the remaining images. See you
all next year in Rotterdam!
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David Ransted posed the questions

Name: Scott Mitchell (some confusion,
I'm known as Scott Murphy on Facebook
as | intended to change my surname after
getting married, but I'm not bothering
now!).

Occupation: Contracts Manager

Favourite Eurovision Year: 2016 — it
literally felt like the last party on Earth.
Sweden went hell for leather — and a stellar
year for songs too.

Which Eurovisions have you attended, if
any? 2013 should've been a one-off, but it's
now an annual event, having been to every
one since (aside from 2017) with my fellow
Euro buddy and OGAE member, Colin
Bailey.

Scott struts it out!

Favourite Eurovision entry: Poli Genova

— If Love Was a Crime. It makes my

head explode and heart sing — and Poli
absolutely sizzled on the night! Delighted
to meet the diminutive starlet in the flesh at
last year's EuroBash, as pictured.

Favourite UK entry: Gina G's Ooh Ahh...
Just A Little Bit. That opening riff is like a
siren to the dance floor. Where Are You?
and Lonely Symphony are solid runner-
uppers.

Favourite Winner: Loreen with Euphoria. |
make no apologies for choosing an obvious
favourite. Like the lovechild of Kate Bush

and Paul Van Dyk, it's truly embedded in
pop history now.

Favourite City: Copenhagen. There is
something so effortlessly cool about the
place. The craft beer is worth the flight
alone, not to mention amazing cafes.
But, equally, | never tire of my home town
Manchester — It has a certain identity and
swagger that's unique.

Interests/Hobbies: Music dominates my
interests, particularly dance/electro music
and 1980s pop. I'm currently on a pursuit to
visit every country in Europe, planning to
visit two new countries every year. |

also adore cats and would have a house
full of them if my allergy (and husband)
allowed it.

Scott with Poli... who sings his Euro fave Gina G Loreen

When are you at your happiest? A good
bottle of red wine, pizza and a classic
comedy.

Which living person do you most
admire and why? Kylie Minogue. I'm
always in awe of how she started out with
cute, giddy pop and yet maintained a rock
and roll edge. She seems to command

a crowd with just her persona alone and
always seems so grounded and lovely. She
is amazing.

What trait do you most deplore in
others? Narrow-mindedness. Specifically,
without using the dreaded B word, people

& .

who use basic rhetoric as a method to
solve complex political issues really grind
my gears. Another scenario of narrow-
mindedness | get very irritated by are picky
eaters!

And what trait do you most deplore in
yourself? Overthinking. | practically have a
masters degree in it! | can complicate the
most basic of everyday tasks. For example,
it took me about 100 driving lessons to
pass my test.

How do you relax? I'm a very restless
person, so I'm rubbish at relaxing. It's
probably going to the gym!

Favourite Movie: Shirley Valentine. Don't
judge me...

Shirley Valentine Hot Chip

Who would play you in the film of
your life? Joey Barton. | question his
acting credentials, but he’s officially my
doppelgénger.

What is your most treasured possession?
My cat, Cynthia. I'm under no illusion,
however, that it's actually me that is
possessed.

What did you want to be when you were
growing up? A DJ. | had decks throughout
my teens and genuinely thought it would
be my career. | did manage a two-year
residency at Edge Hill Uni, where | studied
Media.
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What would your last meal? A cheese
board with really good bread. And the
stinkier, the better.

What advice would you give your 16
year-old self? There’s a saying | once
read that goes like “What other people
think of you is none of your business”.

It would've saved me a lot of wasted
energy, had | applied that way of thinking
sooner.

What is top of your bucket list? A trip
away to Iceland.

What is the worst job you've done? |
worked at a well-known high street clothes
store in order to stop me signing on when |
was 21. | lasted four hours!

FINLAND Qualif

Shine On Secret tears

Favourite non-Eurovision song: Shine
On by Degrees of Motion. | love 1990s
house music and, for me, this epitomises
the genre — it's so uplifting.

Apart from Eurovision, who was the
last music act you saw perform live?
By the time you're reading this, Hot
Chip.

Guilty pleasure: | love Stock/Aitken/
Waterman records. Even the really, really
awful ones.

Tell us a secret: | wept when Saara Aalto
qualified for the Grand Final. &
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SILVER LININGS

COMING SECOND

b

1999 ICELAND 2000 RUSSIA
Selma Alsou
All Out Of Luck Solo

2001 DENMARK 2002 MALTA

Rollo & Kin Ira Losco
Never Ever Let You Go 7th Wonder
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2003 BELGIUM .2004 SERBIA & MONTE.
Urban Trad Zeljko Joksimovic & Ad-Hoc
Sanomi Lane Moje




